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account in addition to the effects of gene action, Interaction,
and. the genetic, internal environments. For some characters,
especially the more simple, the genetic milieu of the particular
genes responsible for those characters can be Ignored ; in
others the external environmental Influences may also be
Ignored. But where the genetically more complex characters
are concerned, like those of economic production, and per-
formance, their expression Is a result of the Interplay of genetic
and of environmental factors. Part of the problem of con-
sidering selection and Improvement of livestock lies, therefore,
in becoming accustomed to think in terms of these facts, as
a corrective to a too facile assumption that progress In any
direction can be attributed mainly to selective breeding or to
changed external circumstances. Another part of the problem
is to try to estimate the contributions of one or other of the
broad groups of Influences so that a reasonable assessment
may be made of the possibilities and different methods of
improvement.